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Humanities
Compulsory subject which comprises:

Paper 1: Social Studies 
Paper 2 (options): History

Geography
Literature

History
Geography

Overview



Enable a deeper understanding of the values which define Singapore 
society

Nurture dispositions to inspire them to show concern for the society 
and the world in which they live

Demonstrate empathy in their relationships with others

Humanities (Social Studies) 



Humanities (History)



20th century world history
Challenges to European Dominance after 

WW1, 1910s – 1942
Post-World War I context
Rise of Authoritarian Regimes: Nazi 

Germany and Militarist Japan
War in Europe and Asia (outbreak of WWII)

Developments in the Post-WWII world: 
The Cold War, 1940s - 1991
War in Europe and Asia (end of WWII)
 The Cold War (origins and development in 

Europe, Korean War, Vietnam War)
 End of the Cold War (decline of the USSR 

and the end of the Cold War)

Humanities (History)



Assessment:
One paper comprising:

Source-based question
Essay

Humanities (History)



History



Paper 1: Extension of European Control in Southeast Asia and 
Challenges to European Dominance, 1870s - 1942
Extension of European control in Southeast Asia: British 

Malaya and French Vietnam
After World War I: Paris Peace Conference and impact
Rise of Authoritarian Regimes: Nazi Germany and Militarist 

Japan 
War in Europe and Asia: Outbreak of WWII in Europe and 

Outbreak of WWII in Asia-Pacific 

History



Paper 2: Developments in the Post-WWII World: 
Decolonisation and the Cold War (1940s – 1991)
War in Europe and Asia: Reasons for end of 

WWII
The Cold: Origins and development of the 

Cold War in Europe; Korean War; Vietnam 
War 
Decolonisation and establishment of newly 

independent nations in Southeast Asia: 
British Malaya and French Vietnam
End of the Cold War: Decline of the USSR and 

the end of the Cold War 

History



Two papers comprising:
Source-based question
Essay question 

History - Assessment



Why Study History?

“Historical education achieves a 
number of goals at once: it trains the 

mind, enlarges the sympathies, and 
provides a much-needed historical 

perspective on some of the most 
pressing problems of our time.” 

   John Tosh, 
The Pursuit of History, 1991



Why Study History?

Studying History enables you to be a disciplined and 
critical thinker



Why Study History?



Studying History enables you to be a global citizen 

Why Study History? 



Studying History empowers you to navigate our VUCA world

Why Study History? 



History prepares you for your future career

Why Study History? 



Diplomacy and International Relations

Public Policy – Various Ministries and statutory boards

Legal Services

Journalism

Community and Social Services

Media and Technology

Business and Management 

Education 

Human Resource

Career prospects



History lessons are fun and stimulating!

Why Study History? 



Why Study History? 



Humanities (Geography)



Geography in Everyday Life
Thinking Geographically; sustainable 

development; geographical methods

Tourism
Tourism activity; development; sustainable 

tourism development

Tectonics
Plate tectonics; earthquakes and volcanoes; 

disaster risk management

Humanities (Geography) - Syllabus



Single Paper
Structured questions and 1 essay question

Humanities (Geography) - Assessment



Geography



Geography - Syllabus

Geography in Everyday Life
Tourism
Climate
Tectonics
Singapore



Two Papers
Structured and 

essay questions 

Geography - Assessment



Geography is:
A down-to-earth, practical subject
A skills-based subject: map-reading, research and fieldwork skills

Why study Geography?



Why study Geography?



Why study Geography?



Why study Geography?



Career prospects 



Humanities Scholarship Programme (HSP)
 Students must offer: 
 Literature (HL)
 Economics (HL) 
    And: 

 History (HL) Or
 Geography (HL) 

Regional Studies Programme (RSP)
 Students must offer:

History (HL)

Requirements for MOE Pre-University 
Scholarships at Year 5 & 6 

Please refer to our 
school website for 
details



Please contact the following teachers if you have any questions: 

• Social Studies – Mrs Ho-Toh Ling Lee (linglee@acsindep.edu.sg)

• History - Mdm Vijitha Ranjee (vijitharanjee@acsindep.edu.sg) 

• Geography – Ms Salinah Bee (salinah@acsindep.edu.sg) 

mailto:linglee@acsindep.edu.sg
mailto:vijitharanjee@acsindep.edu.sg
mailto:salinah@acsindep.edu.sg


To God Be The Glory!
The Best Is Yet To Be!
To God Be The Glory!
The Best Is Yet To Be!
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