
warms the ground. 
“On cooler, cloudy days like to-

day, such thermal uplifts are less-
ened.”

Dr Xie said no abnormalities or 
injuries were detected when the 
scavenger was first checked by Ju-
rong Bird Park’s avian veterinar-
ian team. They had conducted full 
body  X-rays,  a  blood  cell  count  
and organ function tests.

Dr Xie said the scavenger was 
most likely exhausted – a common 
challenge  for  migratory  birds  –  
from  flying  long  distances  and  
needed to replenish its energy re-
serves.

Thousands  of  birds  like  the  
vulture  migrate  to  warmer  re-
gions  to  avoid  cold  winters  in  
parts  of  the  world  during  the  
yearly  migratory  season,  which  
takes place  between  September 
and March.

NParks’ group director of
wildlife management Adrian Loo 
said  Singapore  is  an  important  
stopover for these birds,  as it  is 
part  of  the  East  Asian-Austral-
asian Flyway – a migratory route 
that  stretches  from  the  Arctic  
through Russia and Alaska, to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand,  encom-
passing 22 countries – and the Cen-
tral Asian Flyway, which includes 
the Himalayas where the cinere-
ous vulture can be found.

The sooty species, native to Eu-
rope and northern Asia, is vagrant
to South-east  Asia,  said Dr Loo.  
This means the bird has flown off-
course or was blown off-course.

It  usually  spends  winters  in  
northern India,  the  Middle East  
and occasionally South Korea, he 
added.

Annually, Jurong Bird Park’s hos-
pital  receives  an  estimated  200  
rescued birds comprising both na-
tive and migratory species, said Dr 
Xie.

When the vulture first arrived at
the  bird  hospital  last  Thursday,  
the raptor  was  lying on its  side 
weakly and was given fluid ther-
apy, he said.

By  the  next  day,  the  vulture  
could stand well  on its own and 
was fed boneless meat.

Once the bird had enough en-

ergy and could use its legs to break 
down large pieces of bone, it was 
fed up to about 600g of red meat 
with bone a day.

Migratory  birds  are  not  com-
mon at Singapore’s bird hospital, 
noted Dr Xie, adding that the ma-
jority of these creatures are
treated  for  exhaustion  or  trau-
matic injuries from predator
wounds or vehicle collisions.

Wherever possible, they will be 
released back to their natural habi-
tats, usually within a day if they 
are healthy, he added.

There are rare instances, how-
ever,  where  a  bird  may  be  ab-
sorbed into Mandai Wildlife
Group’s parks if they require long-
time care and monitoring, said Dr 
Xie.

In 2005, a Himalayan griffon vul-
ture was rescued at Nanyang Girls’ 
High School after it was seen vom-
iting. 

The scavenger, named Genghis, 
remained under  the  care of  the  
park’s Animal Presentation team 
after it was treated and rehabili-
tated.

Members of  the  public  should 
contact NParks or the Animal Con-
cerns Research and Education So-
ciety (Acres) when they en-
counter an injured bird or any ani-
mal requiring assistance.

They should not approach, pro-
voke or feed the animal, and fol-
low the instructions of the NParks
or Acres officer on the phone. The 
public  may  contact  NParks  on  
1800-471-7300 or Acres on
9783-7782.

Bird photographers, such as the 
crowd  of  about  50  enthusiasts  
seen taking photos of the vulture 
last Thursday, are also advised by 
NParks to be socially responsible 
and  observe  safe  management  
measures.

aqing@sph.com.sg
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Amelia Teng 
Education Correspondent

Students here who sat the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) diploma 
examinations in  November  have  
outperformed their global counter-
parts once again. 

Their average score was 40.6 out 
of 45, higher than the global aver-
age of 32.37, as well as the Asia-Pa-
cific average of 37.02. 

More  than  half  of  the  perfect  
scorers globally – 133 out of 238 – 
came from Singapore. Ever since it 
joined the two-year pre-university 
programme in 2005, the Republic 
has  consistently  produced  more  
than half of the top scorers world-
wide at the November sitting. 

Of the 2,156 students here who 
took the November exams, 99.15 
per  cent  passed,  compared  with  
87.02 per cent globally and 95.13 
per cent in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The Switzerland-based IB Organ-

isation, which conducts the exams, 
said 1,062 students in Singapore at-
tained scores of 40 and above. 

Students  from  schools  such  as  
the School of the Arts, Singapore 
(Sota),  the  Singapore  Sports
School, Anglo-Chinese School (In-
dependent) and St Joseph’s Institu-
tion (SJI) received their IB results 
yesterday. 

A total of 18 schools in Singapore 
conducted the IB diploma exams 
in November. These include the in-
ternational school arms of ACS, SJI 
and Hwa Chong. 

ACS (I)’s class of 2021 – 441 stu-
dents  –  obtained  100  per  cent  
passes, in what was a record perfor-
mance for the school. 

The cohort’s average score was 
42.7,  up  from  41.8  the  previous  
year and 41 in the year before that. 
Of the 441 students, 403 obtained 
40 points or higher, while 365 had 
a score of between 42 and 45. 

One of ACS (I)’s perfect scorers 
was Benjamin  Sin,  18,  who went  
through  a  tough  time  when  his  
father, Mr Eric Sin, 53, had a relapse 
of leukaemia last February. “He was 
diagnosed in 2018, went through 
cancer  treatment  and  recovered.  
This time, when he relapsed, it was 
more aggressive,” Benjamin said. 

“It felt like I was 15 again, going 
through  the  same  emotions  of  
shock and hurt. But I was a lot more 
prepared for the added responsibili-
ties... while juggling my studies.” 

After some tests, Benjamin was 
found to be a suitable donor for a 
stem cell transplant for his father. 
This treatment is used to restore 
healthy bone marrow in patients 
with leukaemia. 

“I  jumped at  the chance to  be 
able to help in any way I could. It 
was the least I could do,” he said. 

He  took  two  weeks  off  from  
school to prepare for the blood do-
nation.  This  involved  daily  injec-
tions for a week, dealing with side ef-
fects  like  headaches,  muscle  and 
joint aches, and multiple hospital 
visits to make sure he was ready. 

“We’re relieved that my dad is 
now cancer-free, although full re-
covery  from  cancer  takes  time,”  
said Benjamin, who hopes to study 
medicine locally. 

“I hope to specialise in haematol-

ogy and oncology because of my 
dad and how personal this experi-
ence has been to me,” he added. 

All 156 Sota students who took 
the IB exams in November passed, 
with  those  in  the  diploma  pro-
gramme obtaining an average of 
41.1 points. More than half of them 
scored 42 points and above. 

At  SJI,  all  269  IB diploma  stu-
dents  passed,  with  an  average  
score of 42.1. Most of them, or 230 
students, had 40 or more points. 

Hwa Chong International School 
reported a 100 per cent pass rate, 

with an average score of 39.6. Six 
students scored a perfect 45, and 
51.7 per cent of the cohort attained 
scores of 40 and above. 

ACS  (International)  also
recorded full passes, with an aver-
age score of 39.17. Nearly half of its 
167 IB diploma students had scores 
of 40 or more, and seven students 
attained perfect scores of 45. 

Globally, more than 16,800 stu-
dents took the IB exams in Novem-
ber,  including  nearly  6,300  stu-
dents in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Arif  Arman  Khan  Akhter  Ali  
Khan,  18,  from  Sota,  who  had  a  
score of  40,  said the curriculum 
helped him see how theatre could 
be a vehicle for social change. 

For example,  a second-year as-
signment was to create a  perfor-
mance based on a newspaper arti-
cle. His group chose the subject of 
domestic  abuse.  “We  wanted  to  
show different perspectives from 
the family members involved and 
the vulnerabilities of each charac-
ter that lead them to this situation,” 
he said, adding that other themes 
he has worked on include drug ad-
diction among teenagers and the 
lives of refugees. 

Arif, who hopes to read psychol-
ogy at Cardiff University, hopes to 
study how people are inclined to 
feel and behave in certain ways. 

“I want to hopefully contribute 
to a more open conversation about 
mental  health,  especially  among  
the younger generation,” he said. 

ateng@sph.com.sg

ACS (I) students Hannah Wang (far left) and Nicole Leong 
embracing happily after receiving their IB results. The 
school is among 18 in Singapore that conducted the IB 
diploma exams in November. ST PHOTO: JASON QUAH

1 
EXHAUSTION AND STARVATION
While tiredness and hunger are commonly 
observed, exhaustion and starvation tend to 
plague larger flocks, said Dr Xie.

“The larger the group of migratory flock, the 
greater the competition among them for similar 
resources,” he said.

2 
COLLISIONS
“All birds can potentially crash into obstacles 
such as tall buildings, but as migratory birds 
tend to fly in larger flocks, this may be more 
problematic, as it affects a larger number of 
birds when it happens,” said Dr Xie.

3 
PREDATORS
Other animals may attack the migratory birds, 
which may not be as familiar with this threat
and therefore could be at greater risk of being 
eaten, said Dr Xie.

4 
CLIMATE CHANGE
“The increased unpredictability of the weather 
and frequency of inclement weather result in 
unfamiliar patterns in the flight paths of 
migratory birds,” said Dr Xie. 

This may result in them needing to fly longer 
distances, leading to exhaustion.

Changes in weather patterns also affect the 
patterns of disease distribution, which may 
result in migratory birds being exposed to 
diseases that can impact their health.

Above: Staff 
from Mandai 
Wildlife Group 
and NParks 
carrying the 
cage with the 
cinereous 
vulture back to 
the van after the 
flight attempt 
failed yesterday.

Left: The bird 
feeding on meat 
at the avian 
hospital at 
Jurong Bird Park 
on Monday. 
ST PHOTOS: 
LIM YAOHUI

Challenges faced by
migratory birds

S’pore students 
score big in 
IB exams again

Benjamin Sin from Anglo-Chinese School (Independent), a 
perfect scorer in the International Baccalaureate diploma 
exams, took time off from school to undergo a stem cell 
transplant for his father, Mr Eric Sin, who had a relapse of 
leukaemia last year. PHOTO: COURTESY OF BENJAMIN SIN

Weather conditions may be
a reason why bird stayed put

More than half the perfect scorers globally in 
Nov sitting – 133 out of 238 – are from S’pore

IF YOU ENCOUNTER AN ANIMAL 
NEEDING HELP...

• Contact NParks or the Animal 

Concerns Research and Education 
Society (Acres) when you 
encounter an injured bird or any 
animal requiring assistance.

• Do not approach, provoke or feed 

the animal.
• Follow the instructions of the 

NParks or Acres officer on the 
phone. 

• Contact NParks on 1800-471-7300 

or Acres on 9783-7782.

40.6 

Average score – out of 45 – of 
students from Singapore who took 
the International Baccalaureate 
diploma exams in November, higher 
than the global average of 32.37.

99.15% 

Proportion of the 2,156 students in 
Singapore who took the exams in 
November who passed, compared 
with 87.02 per cent globally.

ONLINE MASTERCLASS
WINNING ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Who should attend:
• Those who promote
their businesses
online
• LinkedIn members
• Marketing and public
relations personnel
• Entrepreneurs
• Department heads
• Business leaders
• Social sellers

In this course,
participants will
learn to:
• Share their business wins
with humility
• Demonstrate unlimited
potential
• Promote a credible and
likeable online presence
• Create an authentic
social media brand
• Understand the dos and
don’ts of written posts
• Create professional
video content

How to attract followerswhile celebrating
your achievements online

The coach
A former correspondent of The Straits Times, Steve Dawson
founded the Coach – Steve Dawson companies in Singapore and
Hong Kong to help executives with business presentations in
boardrooms, ballrooms, virtual meetings and for broadcast on
television and online. He was also the senior presenter at ESPN,
Fox Sports and ONE Championship, in addition to anchoring news
on sports such as football and motor racing from around the world.

Dates:
Jan 25, March 24, May 24

Time:
10am to 12noon and
2 to 4pm (4 hours)

Fee:
$199 a participant

The session will be
conducted via Zoom

SCAN TO
SIGNUP

STmasterclass@sph.com.sg

Sign up at stskills.sg

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN APPLIED GERONTOLOGY
an interdisciplinary, Asia-focused programme

Young and research-intensive, Nanyang Technological University (NTU
Singapore) is ranked 12th globally. It is also placed 1st among the world’s
best young universities. The College of Humanities, Arts, and Social
Sciences believes strongly in interdisciplinary learning. Robust disciplinary
training is important, but crossing disciplinary boundaries helps broaden
one’s intellectual horizons, which encourages breakthrough thinking and
innovation.

The Master of Science in Applied Gerontology is a holistic programme
designed to provide you with the expertise needed to work with older
people, develop leadership skills, design policies, and help improve
services for an ageing population.

Our programme is truly interdisciplinary with courses taught by faculty
from medicine, social sciences, communication, business, arts and
humanities, and biological sciences.

Distinctive features:
• Two concentrations: Leadership and Policy Engagement; Clinical

Practice and Care Management
• Innovative courses with an Asian focus
• Draws on NTU’s strengths in ageing-related research
• Experiential learning through site visits, projects and practicum
• Leverage on perspectives, experience and network of diverse

cohort of students
• Strong engagement with external academic, clinical, social service

and community partners
• Flexible and caters to the needs of working professionals - study

full-time (12 months) or part-time (minimum 18 months)

Application is now open till 28 February 2022
Contact Information
MSc in Applied Gerontology, School of Social Sciences
Email: gerontology@ntu.edu.sg
Tel: +65 6904 7499 / +65 6592 7833
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/sss/graduate-education/msc-in-applied-gerontology

School of Social Sciences

Join us for any of
the two information
sessions to learn more
about the programme.

Session 1
Date:
14 January 2022,
Friday
Time: 7pm to 9pm
Venue:
NTU Alumni House
at One-North
[Buona Vista]
Note: Only for fully
vaccinated persons

Session 2
Date:
5 February 2022,
Saturday
Time:
10.00am to 12.00pm
Online session

Register now on our
website or email us.
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