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Puerto Rican boxer Amanda Serrano reeling from a punch by Irishwoman Katie Taylor in their lightweight title fight in New 
York. Taylor was taken the distance and won by split decision after much pressure in the middle rounds. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

WASHINGTON • Caeleb Dressel de-
livered  the  fastest  time  in  the  
world this year in the men’s 50m 
freestyle with a blistering 21.29sec 
romp at the United States swim tri-
als in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
on Saturday. 

The  top  individual  performer  
with five gold medals at last year’s 
Tokyo Olympics was in top form 
yet again after topping the field in 
the 100m free and the 50m and 
100m butterfly earlier in the com-
petition, making him the man to 
beat at next month’s world champi-
onships. 

“I  thought  I  could  be  21.40  
tonight so to see 21.29, I’m pretty 
fired up,” he said. 

The 25-year-old will lead a rela-
tively  inexperienced  US  men’s  

team in Budapest and said he was 
still adjusting to his role as one of 
the squad’s elder statesmen. 

“I’m one of the old guys on the 
team now, which is really weird,” 
he added. 

“I  still  feel  young,  I  still  feel  
good.” 

The swim star, who has a total of 
seven  Olympic  golds,  including  
two relay titles from Rio 2016, took 
time off earlier in the year to regain 
his focus and appeared elated with 
his  form  as  he  enthusiastically  
slapped the water after the win. 

Dressel  will  be  defending  his  
four individual titles earned at the 
2019  world  championships  in  
Gwangju, South Korea, and he is 
also  set  to  swim  in  the  medley,  
mixed medley and mixed freestyle 

relay events.
Katie Ledecky was also in domi-

nant form for her fourth victory. 
The  seven-time  Olympic  gold  
medallist clocked 15min 38.99sec 
in the 1,500m freestyle for a sea-
son’s best. 

It was the 15th fastest time in his-
tory but she said: “I would’ve liked 
to have been a little bit faster.” 

She had already won the 200m, 
400m and 800m free events dur-
ing the trials. 

Regan Smith punched her Buda-
pest ticket with a 57.76sec effort in 
the 100m backstroke.

Hunter  Armstrong  added  the  
100m back to his schedule with a 
52.20sec  finish,  having  earlier  
claimed  the  world  record  in  the  
50m back with 23.71sec. REUTERS 

Jeremiah Ong

While youth sprinter Mark Lee had 
a  memorable  National  School  
Games (NSG) campaign last week, 
when  he  broke  decade-long  
records  in  both  the  A  Division  
boys’ 100m and 200m, he is hun-
gry for more.

The  18-year-old  Anglo-Chinese  
School  (Independent)  student  is  
eyeing a spot in the 4x100m relay 
at  the May  12-23 SEA  Games  in 
Hanoi, where he will be making his 
debut in the regional meet. 

With his 10.59sec effort  at  the 
NSG’s 100m final last Friday, not 
only did Mark break the record of 
10.70sec set by Hwa Chong Institu-
tion’s Donovan Chan in 2012, but it 
has  also  helped  him  meet  the  
10.60sec qualifying mark for the 
World Athletics Under-20 Champi-
onships in Colombia from Aug 1 to 
6. 

“I am really excited to go and be 
surrounded by the world’s best,” 
said Mark, whose 200m-winning 
time of 21.62sec last  Wednesday 

also shaved 0.13sec off Donovan’s 
2012 record. 

“I want to keep my momentum 
through the rest of the year and be-
yond and hopefully then I will be 
able to dip below 10.50sec.”

Helping  him  get  there  are  his  
coaches – former national sprinter 
Hamkah  Afik  and  national  de-
cathlon record holder Tang Ngai 
Kin. 

“He  doesn’t  crack  under  pres-
sure, listens well and is focused,” 
said  Hamkah,  who  won  SEA  
Games silver medals in the 200m 
(1993) and 4x100m relay (2003), 
along  with  two  other  relay  
bronzes. “He is very coachable. It’s 
not easy to get somebody to listen 
and execute perfectly.

“When I was his age, my coach 
would tell me to do certain things 
but with all the nerves, it’s hard to 
get  it  right  and  you  need  many  
races to perfect it. He is special.”

Hamkah  and  Tang  have  been  
coaching Mark since he took up 
track and field as a co-curricular ac-
tivity at Anglo-Chinese School (Pri-
mary) after taking part in the 80m 
hurdles at a sports meet. 

To mould Mark’s long-term de-
velopment, his coaches even had a 
five-year plan, albeit one that was 
affected when he could not com-
pete at  the  NSG  in  the  last  two  
years due to the pandemic.

As Mark’s mother, Sim Sze Ki, 53, 
a  marketing  professional,  put  it:  
“His journey to becoming a sprint 
champion  this  year  was  truly  a  
marathon.” 

Said Mark: “After the pandemic 
hit, it felt like all my hard work had 
gone to waste and it put me in an 
extremely tough mental battle but 
I am really grateful for the people 
around me who helped me push 
through that period.” 

Not  surprisingly,  he  described  
his NSG victories as the ones that 
mean “everything” as it was his last 
schools meet. 

“I am going to the SEA Games 
and maybe the Asian Games but 
nothing  beats  NSGs,”  he  said,  
adding  that  all  his  friends  were  
there and everyone was cheering 
for him. Being able to compete at 
the NSG also helped him get into 
the necessary mental state, which 
he can replicate and “improve on it 
in the future”.

While the SEA Games may only 
be  Mark’s  second  international  
meet, after the Australian Athlet-
ics  Championships  two  months  
ago, Hamkah hopes there will be 
many more to come.

“Hopefully we can manage his na-
tional service and he can get into a 
good university so he can continue 
to represent Singapore in the SEA 
Games,  Asian  Games,  Common-
wealth  Games  or  even  the  
Olympics,” said the 50-year-old. 

“I  hope  that  after  his  perfor-
mance  in  the  NSG,  the  national  
team will consider him to be a part 
of their relay team.”

Mark certainly hopes so, too, but 
added: “It’s up to my coach, I’ve 
done everything I could.”

But he also pledged to better him-
self continually.

“I am just trying to improve my-
self every day. I am not going to 
stop here,” he said. “For me, this 
sport is about bettering myself and 
pushing myself as far as I can possi-
bly go.” 

jeremiaho@sph.com.sg

Rolex Singapore’s chief financial officer Magdalene Foo holding a token of appreciation presented by President 
Halimah Yacob at the Singapore Island Country Club’s (SICC) May Day Charity event yesterday, with SICC chairman 
Khoo Boon Hui looking on. Thanks to over 50 donors, including 47 corporate bodies, $1.81 million was raised this 
year for 16 beneficiaries. PHOTO: SINGAPORE ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB

NEW YORK • Ireland’s Katie Taylor 
retained  her  undisputed  light-
weight world championship with a 
split decision win over Puerto Ri-
can Amanda Serrano on Saturday 
in a history-making, epic fight at 
Madison Square Garden. 

The first women’s boxing bout to 
headline a fight card at the iconic 
New York venue in its 140-year his-
tory did not disappoint. 

Serrano pummelled Taylor in the 
fifth round, but the bloodied cham-
pion held on and reasserted her-
self  as  the  pair  went  toe-to-toe  
over the final rounds of a breath-
less contest. 

In the end, it was Taylor who pre-
vailed by decision to remain un-
beaten after 21 professional bouts. 

“I had to dig deep,” Taylor said. “I 
knew I’d be in the trenches at some 
stage. She is a phenomenal fighter, 
a great, great person.” 

Serrano,  the  unified  feather-
weight world champion, had 42 vic-
tories including 30 knockouts, and 
had only lost once with that defeat 
coming a decade ago. 

Despite stepping up two weight 
divisions to face Taylor (six KOs), 
she was more effective in the mid-
dle rounds and staggered her oppo-
nent in the fifth. 

Blood  was  flowing  freely  from  
Taylor’s  nose  by  the  end  of  the  
sixth,  but Serrano failed to press 
home the advantage and the 2012 
London Olympics gold medallist re-
grouped to land the more telling 
shot in the seventh to ninth rounds. 

The  10th  and  final  round  saw  
them battling blow-for-blow until 
the final bell, when Canadian ref-
eree  Michael  Griffin  gathered  
them  in  and  the  fighters  ex-
changed a hug. 

Benoit Roussel  scored it 96-94 
for  Serrano,  but  fellow  judges  
Guido Cavalleri saw it 96-93 and 
Glenn Feldman called it 97-93 for 
the champion. 

“Tonight was just  fantastic  – I  
had to dig deep in there tonight. I 
had to produce a career-defining 
performance,” said Taylor. 

“We definitely got the best out of 
each other. The best night of my ca-
reer, for sure. I wasn’t sure if any-
thing  could  reach  my  Olympic  
medal moment.”

Serrano added: “We put on a hell 
of  a  show.  Women  can  sell.  
Women  can  fight.  We  put  on  a  
show.” 

With a sellout crowd of 19,187 of-
fering fierce support for both fight-
ers, the bout did not disappoint as 
Taylor emerged with her sixth de-
fence of the undisputed title she 
has  held  since  beating  Belgian  
Delfine Persoon in 2019 to capture 
all four belts. 

The prospects are that Serrano 
could get another shot at  Taylor 
with a lucrative rematch tempting 
both fighters. 

“Let’s do it again, Amanda,” Tay-
lor said. 

“Whatever she wants,” Serrano 
replied. 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, REUTERS
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‘SPECIAL’ 
MARK EYES 
BIGGER 
TARGETS
A Div double sprint champ wants SEA Games 
relay spot and will race in world U-20 c’ships 

Mark Lee (left) matching strides with ACS(I) teammate Xavier Tan before surging ahead to win the A Division boys’ 100m 
last Friday in a superb 10.59sec. Coach Hamkah Afik describes him as “very coachable”. ST PHOTO: SAMUEL ANG

$1.8m raised at SICC charity event

TODAY

FOOTBALL
English Premier League Man 
United v Brentford (Singtel TV 
Ch102 & StarHub Ch227, tomorrow, 
3am).

SNOOKER
World Championship Final: 2nd 
session (StarHub Ch204, 8pm & 
tomorrow, 2am).

TENNIS
ATP Tour Madrid Masters: Day 1 
(Singtel TV Ch127 & StarHub Ch211, 
6pm).
WTA Tour Madrid Open: Day 5 
(StarHub Ch201, 7.30pm & 
tomorrow, 3am).

TOMORROW

FOOTBALL
Uefa Champions League S-final, 
2nd leg: Villarreal v Liverpool 
(Singtel TV Ch128 & StarHub Ch214, 
Wednesday, 2.55am).

TENNIS
ATP Tour Madrid Masters: Day 2 
(Singtel TV Ch127 & StarHub Ch211, 
6pm).
WTA Tour Madrid Open: Day 6 
(StarHub Ch201, 7.30pm & 
Wednesday, 3am).

Next 48 hours

Dressel looks sharp at US swim trials

Taylor extends reign as
duo show ‘women can fight’


