
MEANINGFUL BACKING

We relish the opportunity to play 
in front of our friends and parents. 
Having no one in the stands was 
hard for us to accept at some point 
but our parents came to support us 
from outside the stadium and 
we’re grateful for that.

’’RYAN ONG, ACS (I) captain, on the fans 
watching the final outside the venue. 

LONDON • Professional  tennis,  
which had been unusually united 
of late, is back in disaccord after 
Wimbledon’s bold and difficult de-
cision on Wednesday to bar Rus-
sian and Belarusian players from 
this  year’s  tournament  was  met  
with strong  disapproval  by  both  
the men’s and women’s tours, as 
well as several leading players.

For just over 50 days, the ATP, 
WTA, International Tennis Federa-
tion and the four Grand Slam tour-
naments all agreed that the proper 
response  to  Russia’s  invasion  of  
Ukraine,  with  Belarus’  support,  
was  to  ban  Russia  and  Belarus  
from team events but allow their 

players to continue competing as 
individuals, albeit without national 
identification. 

But Wimbledon, under pressure 
from  the  British  government,  
broke ranks  on Wednesday,  and  
Britain’s Lawn Tennis Association 
also confirmed that it did not plan 
to  allow  Russian  and  Belarusian  
players to participate in the grass-
court circuit that precedes Wimble-
don and includes events in East-
bourne and at Queen’s Club. 

While Wimbledon said it was “un-
acceptable for the Russian regime 
to derive any benefits from the in-
volvement of  Russian or  Belaru-
sian  players  with  the  Champi-

onships”, the year’s other remain-
ing Slams – the French Open and 
US Open – are not following suit.

The WTA said it was “very disap-
pointed” with Wimbledon’s deci-
sion, adding: “Individual athletes 
should  not  be  penalised  or  pre-
vented  from  competing  due  to  
where they are from, or the deci-
sions made by the governments of 
their countries.”

The ATP also voiced similar senti-
ments,  but  The  Telegraph  re-
ported that the All England Club 
has been advised that its indepen-
dent status means it will not face 
any legal repercussions from enact-
ing a ban. 

With the British government tak-
ing a  leading  stance in  terms of  
sanctioning Russia for its invasion, 
Wimbledon had to toe the line and 
both The Telegraph and the Daily 
Mail have reported it feared “the 
optics of a potential trophy presen-
tation on Centre Court” to a poten-
tial Russian winner like world No. 2 
and  US  Open  champion  Daniil  
Medvedev.

The presentation often involves 
members of the Royal family and 
this year is also the centenary an-
niversary  of  Centre  Court.  The  
Duchess  of  Cambridge  handed  
over the trophy to winner Novak 
Djokovic last year.

The  Serb  is,  however,  not  in  
favour of the blanket ban, calling it 
“crazy”. “I will never support war 
because as a child of war I know 
how much emotional trauma it in-

flicts,”  said  the  20-time  Major  
champion,  who  beat  compatriot  
Miomir Kecmanovic 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 
in the quarter-final of the Serbia 
Open yesterday. 

“But I cannot support Wimble-
don’s decision... When politics in-
terferes with sport, the result is not 
good.”

Even Ukrainian Elina Svitolina, 
who has been very vocal about the 
war, does not want to see Russians 
and Belarusians excluded from the 
grass-court Major – as long as they 
speak  up  against  Russian  Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

“We  don’t  want  them  banned  
completely... If they didn’t choose, 
they didn’t vote for this  govern-
ment, then it’s fair they should be 
allowed to play and compete,” the 
world No. 25 said. 
BLOOMBERG, NYTIMES

Kimberly Kwek

School rugby finals are typically a 
boisterous affair with alumni, stu-
dents  and  parents  from  both  
camps  packing  the  stadium  to  
cheer on their teams.

The noise levels at this year’s Na-
tional School Games (NSG) have 
gone down significantly as specta-
tors are not allowed owing to the 
pandemic,  but  about  50  family  
members and friends who turned 
up  for  the  National  B  Division  
rugby final  yesterday made  sure 
that the players could hear them 
even from afar.

They lined the perimeter of the 
Ministry of Education (Evans) Sta-
dium to catch the tussle between 
Anglo-Chinese  School  (Indepen-
dent) and ACS (Barker Road), don-
ning school  jerseys  and carrying 
banners decorated with the ACS 
colours of blue and yellow. 

Yesterday’s match was a special 
occasion for both players and sup-
porters as it was a first all-ACS final 
in close to a decade. And just like in 
2013, ACS (I) emerged victorious 
against their Barker counterparts 
to retain their B Division title. 

ACS  (I)  captain  Ryan  Ong,  16,  
said: “We relish the opportunity to 
play in front of our friends and par-
ents. Having no one in the stands 
was hard for us to accept at some 
point but our parents came to sup-
port us from outside the stadium 
and we’re grateful for that.”

Among the supporters was exec-
utive  assistant  Chiew  Pei  Shan,  
who was there to watch her son 
Jedd Tan play for ACS (I). 

The  42-year-old  had  initially  
been disappointed that spectators 
were not allowed into the venue. 
But on the first day of the rugby 

competition, she joined the other 
parents to look for places around 
the  stadium  where  they  could  
catch the action.

Chiew, who has supported her 

son since he picked up rugby in Pri-
mary 5, said: “It’s hard to be part of 
their lives as they grow older so ev-
ery chance we get, we want to par-
ticipate in what they’re doing.”

Back in the NSG after a two-year 
hiatus, this year’s rugby competi-
tion was contested in a sevens for-
mat instead of the usual 15s, with 
the final played across two matches 

comprising different line-ups. 
It did not take long for ACS (I) to 

stamp  their  authority  as  Javier  
Ling scored a try early in the first 
half. The scrum-half added a sec-

ond try at the end of the period to 
take the defending champions to 
14-0 and victory in the first match. 

The second match was a closer 
contest, with Oscar McEwin’s sole 
try giving ACS (I) the 5-0 win. 

Noting that the lead up to this 
year’s  NSG  had  not  been  easy,  
ACS (I) coach Adrian Chong said 
there was a sense of relief after the 
final. 

The  55-year-old  said:  “It  was  
quite  tough  preparing  for  this.  
We’re so used to playing 15s and 
sevens is totally different. A lot of 
delays and postponements did not 
help, but the mentality of the boys 
was  really  strong,  so  I’m  very  
happy.” 

ACS (I) vice-captain John Heng, 
16, added: “Sevens requires more 
fitness so you have to make the cor-
rect substitutes when necessary be-
cause people get tired. Our coach 
created an entirely new game plan 
and I’m glad our team managed to 
push through.”

Despite  the  loss,  ACS (Barker)  
vice-captain Ryan Hia was proud 
of his team. The Secondary 4 stu-
dent said: “Going into this game, 
we had already proven that we had 
overcome everything by advanc-
ing to the final. We did our school 
proud because it’s our first final in 
nine  years  and  I  know  that  the  
team put in a lot of effort.”

kimkwek@sph.com.sg
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Minutes  after  CHIJ  St  Nicholas  
Girls’  School  (SNGS)  won  the  
North Zone B Division girls’ table 
tennis title yesterday, team vice-
captain Chia Chern Yee burst into 
tears even though she did not fea-
ture in the final. 

The teenager could not contain 
her emotions after going through a 
roller-coaster year with the team, 
who failed to retain their title last 
year as they finished runners-up to 
Yishun  Town  Secondary  School  
(YTSS). 

So it was sweet revenge for SNGS 
at CHIJ St Joseph’s Convent yester-
day as they beat YTSS 3-2 to regain 
the trophy. 

Chern Yee, 16, who was part of 
last year’s team, said she was proud 
of her teammates as she “saw the ef-
fort  and  determination  they  put  
into every training session”. 

The Secondary 4 student added: 

“A big difference is that last year, 
we were too emotionally invested. 
This  time,  we  were  able  to  put  
aside  our  emotions  and  even  
though we were still nervous, we 
managed to stay calm and play to 
our fullest potential.” 

SNGS  captain  Chloe  Ong  gave  
them the lead after  beating Jodi  
Soo 3-1 (11-8, 6-11, 11-7, 11-5) in the 
first  singles.  But their  rivals  lev-
elled the score in the first doubles 
before  storming  ahead  2-1  with  
Wei  Hui  Fang  defeating  Colleen  
Tan 3-2 (11-13, 13-11, 11-6, 8-11, 11-8) 
in the second singles.

SNGS pair Tan Jing Han and Char-
lotte Koh then recorded a comfort-
able 3-0 (11-7, 11-8, 11-2) victory in 
the second doubles to force the de-
cider. 

It was a game of patience in the 
third singles  between SNGS’  See 
Hui Yui and YTSS’ Ang Wan Yu, 
with both players locked in long ral-
lies before Hui Yui  prevailed 3-1  
(11-9,  11-9,  9-11,  11-8)  to  win  the  
championship for her team.

Chloe, 16, said: “We were very dis-
appointed last year and it was also 
a bit regretful. We’ve had this great 
determination (to  win this year)  
and... we wanted revenge. 

“While watching the matches af-
ter mine, I felt like my heart was go-
ing to jump out but I believed in 
them throughout,  even when we 
were lagging because I know that 
we  trained  very  hard  and  hard  
work pays off.”

In the boys’ team final, it was busi-
ness  as  usual  for  Catholic  High  
School (CHS) who retained their B 

Division  title  after  beating  YTSS  
3-2. 

In  another  topsy-turvy  affair,  
both teams were tied at two apiece 
with  CHS’  Oliver  Toh  and  
Nathaniel Chua winning the sin-
gles  matches  while  their  rivals  
claimed the doubles.

It was a case of deja vu for CHS’ 
Arifin Zulkarnain, who also played 
in the decider in last year’s final 
against Maris Stella High School. 

And  the  16-year-old  delivered  
again, beating YTSS captain Sean 
Siow 3-0 (11-3, 11-4, 11-6).

Arifin said: “I felt a bit of pres-
sure but it didn’t affect me because 
we  knew  that  we’re  the  better  
team so if we played properly, we 
could win again. It’s a good end to 
my B Division career.” 

Captain David Ho, also 16, added: 
“It’s sad that we won’t get to play 
nationals this year but I’m glad for 
the opportunity to compete in the 
zonals  and  be  able  to  work  to-
gether as a team, especially after 
Covid-19.”

laura@sph.com.sg

The event saw a 
crowd of about 
50 friends and 
family members 
of the players 
from both 
schools cheering 
on from outside 
the Ministry of 
Education 
(Evans) Stadium.

CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’ School’s See Hui Yui beating Ang Wan Yu of Yishun Town Secondary School 3-1 in the final yesterday. 
Her effort sealed the team’s 3-2 win to reclaim the North Zone B Division girls’ table tennis title. ST PHOTO: SAMUEL ANG

Small crowd outside 
venue cheers on the 
players in all-ACS 
B Division rugby final
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Sainz to stay on with 
Ferrari till 2024
LONDON • Spaniard Carlos 
Sainz Jr will race for Ferrari 
until the end of the 2024 
season at least, the team 
said yesterday. 

The 27-year-old, who 
finished fifth in the overall 
standings last year, has 
enjoyed a strong start to 
this Formula One season 
and is third in the drivers’ 
standings after podium 
finishes in Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia. REUTERS

Pebble Beach to host 
8 more golf Majors 
LOS ANGELES • Pebble
Beach Golf Links in 
Monterey, California, will 
continue to play host to 
some of the top moments 
in golf after it was named 
on Wednesday as a third 
“anchor site” for future US 
Open tournaments. 

In addition to receiving 
four US Open dates until 
2044, the legendary course 
along the Pacific Ocean 
will play host to four US 
Women’s Opens until 
2048. REUTERS

Real and PSG close in 
on domestic titles
MADRID • League wins for 
Real Madrid and Paris 
Saint-Germain on 
Wednesday pushed both 
clubs to the verge of 
winning the Spanish La 
Liga and French Ligue 1 
titles respectively. 

Real’s 3-1 win over 
Osasuna means they need 
four more points from 
their last five games to 
claim their 35th Spanish 
title. PSG’s 3-0 win at 
Angers means they can 
land their 10th French title 
on Saturday if they avoid 
defeat at home to Lens. 
REUTERS

Jedd Tan (No. 20) of ACS (I) tackling a rival from ACS (Barker Road) during one of two final matches to decide the B Division title yesterday. ST PHOTOS: DESMOND FOO 

Wimbledon’s call prompts backlash

School sports

FAMILIAL SUPPORT, FROM AFAR

Sweet revenge for 
St Nicholas girls in 
table tennis final
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